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Connected via WebEx App Connected via WebEx Browser

CHAT

Virtual Meeting Communication Options



Meeting Agenda

• Introduce Speakers and Panelists
• Description and History of Properties
• Ellicott City Master Plan
• Proposed Zoning Map Amendment
• Zoning Map Amendment Process
• RFI/RFP
• Next Steps
• Questions and Answers



Speakers

Shaina Hernandez - Senior Policy Advisor
Amy Gowan - DPZ Director 
Mary Kendall - DPZ Deputy Director
Mark Stromdahl - Chief, Bureau of Facilities - DPW
Geoff Goins - Chief Zoning and Public Service Division
Peter Conrad - Planning Supervisor
Carl Katenkamp – Real Estate Services
Patti Restrepo – Chartwell Enterprises



Ellicott City Courthouse Properties (“Properties”)

County Courthouse: 1.63 acres
Building SF/stories - 69,660/3 stories

Zoning - Historic Office (HO)

Former Detention Center: 0.23 acres
Building SF/stories- 4,400/2 stories 

Zoning - Historic Office (HO)

Office Building: 0.19 acres
Building SF/stories- 6,000/4 stories

Zoning - Historic Office (HO)

Parking Lot: 4.14 acres
269 Parking Spaces 

Zoning - Historic Office (HO)



Ellicott City Courthouse Properties History

History
• 1843 - Original Courthouse opens
• 1851 - Old Jail was completed
• 1950’s - Newer addition was added to the courthouse building
• 1982 – New Zoning districts created including HO (Historic Office)
• 2018 - Planning and Design for new Circuit Courthouse
• 2020 - Ellicott City Master Plan adopted 
• 2021 - County will vacate courthouse



Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan 

• Adopted by County Council 
December 2020

• Concept for the courthouse complex 
calls for a mixed-use development

• Emphasis on pedestrian and open 
space connections

• Recommends that new uses should 
complement rather than compete 
with existing businesses along Main 
Street 



Proposed Zoning Map Amendment

Current Zoning - Historic Office (HO)
“Established to permit a mix of offices and residences with supporting 
cultural and commercial uses which will encourage new development and 
reuse of existing structures consistent with the existing character of the 
area.”

Proposed Zoning - Historic Commercial (HC)
“Established to permit and encourage a diverse but compatible and 
complementary mix of commercial, office, cultural and residential activities.”



Permitted Uses in HO



Changes in Permitted Uses 



Zoning Map Amendment Process

Presubmission 
Community Meeting*   

March 31, 2021                                               

Historic Preservation 
Commission    
April 1, 2021 

Petition and 
Technical Staff Report 

posted on Planning 
Board webpage
April 22, 2021

Planning Board 
Public Meeting*          

May 6, 2021

Zoning Board Public 
Hearing*            

To be determined by 
Zoning Board

*Opportunity for Public Engagement



Request for Information (RFI) - Overview

The County’s objectives for the Request for Information (RFI) 
include the following:
• Identify market interest and opportunities in the reuse of the 

Properties,
• Inform the rezoning process underway by the County for the 

Properties,
• Explore ownership structures (e.g., retention, sale, ground lease, etc.),
• Determine if the Properties shall be addressed collectively or 

individually



Request for Information (RFI) and Request for Proposal (RFP) Process

RFI Released
March 8, 2021                                               

RFI Responses 
Due 

April 13, 2021

Evaluation of 
RFI Responses

Spring 2021

Community 
Meeting 

Spring/Summer 
2021

RFP Released
Fall 2021*

RFP Responses
Due Fall 2021

County 
Selection of 

Entity to 
Repurpose the 

Properties  
Winter 2022

Agreement 
Executed with 

Entity to 
Repurpose the 

Properties
Spring 2022

*Assumes County determines to move forward with RFP process



RFI – Timeline and Possible Next Steps

• Responses are due April 13
• The County’s assessment team will review the submitted information 
• Possible follow-up steps could include:

• A release of a formal Request for Proposal (RFP) for the sale and 
redevelopment of the Properties, 

• A release of a formal RFP for the ground lease and redevelopment 
of the Properties, 

• Additional questions seeking further input or clarification, 
• Other steps or no further action. 



Ellicott City Courthouse Redevelopment Website

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Planning-and-
Zoning/Community-Planning/Ellicott-City-Courthouse

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Planning-and-Zoning


Pre-Submission Meeting Followup

• A video recording of the meeting, the meeting minutes, and 
responses to questions submitted after the meeting will be posted 
to the website.

• Additional questions can be submitted during the two week 
period immediately following the meeting.

• Minutes will be sent to meeting attendees via email within 30 
days of the meeting.

• Meeting attendees will be notified of petition submittal within 7 
days.



Ellicott City Courthouse Properties – Proposed Zoning Map Amendment

Q & A
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Presubmission Community Informational 
Meeting

March 31, 2021
THANK YOU…..
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