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April 22, 2021 

Mark C. Stromdahl, Chief 
Public Works, Bureau of Facilities 
9200 Berger Road 
Columbia, MD 21046 

RE: HPC-21- Courthouse Complex Zoning Map 
Amendment 

Dear Mr. Stromdahl, 

The Howard County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) discussed the proposed Zoning Map Amendment 
for the Courthouse Complex at 8360 Court Avenue, 3716 Court Place and 1 Park Avenue, Ellicott City at the April 
1, 2021 public meeting. Given the information provided, the Commission supports the Amendment of the 
zoning changing from HO to HC. The following are some of the highlighted comments concerning this project 
that the Commission discussed at the meeting:  

• The opportunity to provide more residential or lodging is a benefit to the vitality of Main Street.
• It would be expected that every effort would be created to complement the Main Street businesses and

not compete with them. Adequate signage and connectivity to Main Street should be established.

The HPC discussed and agreed on two points of concern with the new development as noted below: 
• Although the massing, bulk regulations and height restrictions appear to remain the same from HO to

HC, the future development should be designed to fit into the historic environment and maintain height
restrictions so adjacent historic resources such as Patapsco Female Institute and Mt. Ida do not have
their viewsheds blocked by new development.

• The HPC expects that the current historic resources, such as the courthouse and jail, will remain and will
not be considered for demolition. If the development does not fit appropriately with the historic
structures, the courthouse or jail should be separated out of the complex’s RFP.

Approved minutes from this meeting will be available on May 6, 2021. If you have any questions, please contact 
Ms. Samantha Holmes at 410-313-4428 or sholmes@howardcountymd.gov if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

S. Allan Shad
Chair, Historic Preservation Commission

cc: Beth Burgess, Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning 
cc: County Projects 5 

HOWARD COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
ELLICOTT CITY HISTORIC DISTRICT  LAWYERS HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
3430 Court House Drive  Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 

Administered by the Department of Planning and Zoning www.howardcountymd.gov 
410-313-2350

FAX 410-313-3467 

TDD 410-313-2323
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