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Preamble  
The Howard County Public Spaces Commission was established by Executive Order in 2021 to 

review and contextualize the relevant history surrounding the namesakes of many facilities in 

Howard County, MD. The Executive Order that created the Commission established a clear 

deliverable and time frame to complete that deliverable. The County Executive requested a 

report of county-owned Public Spaces (Buildings, Parks, Libraries, Schools, and Roads) 

identifying the namesake of each “space” and determining if that space is named after someone 

who participated in or encouraged the oppression of African Americans, indigenous 

Americans, and other individuals of color and contributed to the history of systemic 

racism and similar biases. The Commission held its first meeting in March 2021 with the goal of 

creating processes that would help organize the workload amongst the commission members and 

volunteers. We identified the following priorities and challenges at the first meeting: 

The County Executive Order stressed that this should be research focused, providing a report that 

the County Executive can utilize as a part of a decision-making process that would determine if a 

name should be removed from a public space or contextualized, in order to explain the full 

history of a person or place.  

We needed to develop a “criteria” rubric based on what other communities and organizations 

have done at that point. The “criteria” would be used as a guide for the County Executive to 

assess each of the naming subjects provided and whether or not a change or recontextualization 

would be appropriate.  

While Community Input and Public Engagement was considered a key component of this effort, 

completing the research and providing clear criteria were identified as priorities for this “Phase” 

of the Commission work.  The Commission advocates for a Phase 2, which will explore how to 

best engage the community utilizing the report and criteria.  

When given the subjects to be completed for our report, we were given a comprehensive list of 

all county owned properties including all 3,776 Roads.  The Commission decided to not include 

Roads as a part of this research effort, however many of the Buildings, Parks, and Schools 

detailed in our report do also have corresponding road names that should be considered as a part 

of Phase 2.  
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Howard County Executive Order 

Executive Order 
 

The Commission will complete their work over the next eight months. Members of the 

commission will be responsible for: 

1. Reviewing the history surrounding the namesake for public facilities and spaces to 

determine if the namesake participated in or encouraged the oppression of African 

Americans, indigenous Americans, and other individuals of color and contributed to 

the history of systemic racism and similar biases. 

2. Report on named public facilities and spaces, including, and not limited to: 

1. County-owned streets. 

2. County-owned buildings, including schools, libraries, and other facilities. 

3. County-owned parks. 

4. County neighborhoods; and 

5. Statues in County-owned parks. 

6. And recommend any names that should be changed, contextualized, or added for 

consideration to future naming of assets. 
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Commission Members 

Name  Committee Organization 

Ani Begay Auld  Research 

Committee 

Criteria Committee 

 

Dr. Denise Boston  

Criteria Committee Equity and Restorative Practices Manager, 

Office of Human Rights and Equity 

Towanda Brown  

Criteria Committee Chair, The Council of Elders of the Black 

Community of Howard County (TCOE) 

Dr. Everlene 

Cunningham, Ph.D. 

Research 

Committee 

Chair, The Center for African American 

History and Culture 

Wayne Davis 
Research 

Committee 

Criteria Committee 

Friends of the Guilford Industrial Historic 

District 

Shawn Gladden, Chair 
Lead, 

Commission   

Executive Director, Howard County Historical 

Society 

  

Master Adjunct Professor of History, Howard 

Community College. 

Dr. Robert Harris 

  

Research 

Committee 

Vice Provost Emeritus, Cornell University 

  

Director, Africana Studies and Research Center, 

Cornell University 

  

Professor, African American History, Cornell 

University 

Allison Jessing 
Research 

Committee 

Head of Adult Curriculum, Howard County 

Library System 

Kori Jones 
Lead, Criteria 

Committee 

  

National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People (NAACP) 

Tina Ligon 
Research 

Committee 

Archivist, National Archives 

Howard Community College 

Marcus Nicks 
Research 

Committee 

MA Candidate, African American Studies, 

Morgan State University 
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Name  Committee Organization 

African American Studies Co-teacher, Howard 

County Public School System 

  

Black Student Achievement Liaison, Howard 

County Public School System 

Kelly Palich 
Research 

Committee 

  

Moya Panda Esq. 
Criteria Committee   

Nicole Paterson 
Research 

Committee 

Museum Collections Management Specialist 

 

Volunteer Research Team: 

• Alexandria Grant, Research Volunteer Howard County Historical Society 

• Dan Materazzi, Research Volunteer Howard County Historical Society 

• Deborah Costley, Board of Directors Howard County Historical Society 

• Lauren Fletcher, Research Volunteer Howard County Historical Society 
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Commission Process 

Sub-Committees 

The Howard County Public Spaces Naming Commission brought together 14 members of the 

Howard County Community from a variety of organizations and disciplines. Historical 

Organizations like the Howard County Historical Society, The Center for African American 

History and Culture, the History Department of Howard Community College, Morgan State 

University, the Friends of the Guilford Industrial Historic District and the National Archives at 

College Park  were represented on the Commission along with members of Howard County 

Government and Community Organizations like the NAACP, Howard County Library System, 

and the Council of Elders of the Black Community of Howard County.   In addition to 

Commission Members, we would like to acknowledge four volunteer researchers from the 

Howard County Historical Society who were responsible for the “lion’s share” of research and 

source gathering for the enclosed data sheets.  

Shawn Gladden, Executive Director of the Howard County Historical Society and Adjunct 

Faculty at Howard Community College was named as the Chair of the Commission with Kori 

Jones from Howard County Government and Vice President of the Howard County Chapter of 

the NAACP as a Vice-Chair. After our first meeting, Mr. Gladden and Mr. Jones divided the 

Commission into two “sub-committees,” a research team and a criteria team in order to divide up 

the tasks and assign Commission Members to tasks best suited to their skills and background.  

 

Criteria Committee and Recommendations 

General Principles for Naming  

The “Criteria” sub-committee was led by Kori Jones and consisted of: Ani Begay Auld, Dr. 

Denise Boston, Towanda Brown, Wayne Davis, and Moya Panda. In March and April, the sub-

committee reviewed criteria from two other groups that were engaged in the same “Naming” 

process that we had just begun. The groups reviewed were from: 

1) Washington, D.C. Faces Working Group Report  

2) University of South Carolina Naming Criteria.  

These two groups looked to have a similar mandate to our Commission and their criteria forms 

were used as benchmarks for the developed criteria rubric suggested in this report. These criteria 

should serve as a rubric for each of the subjects in the Naming Commission Data Sheets, 

determining whether they should be considered for renaming or contextualization. This rubric 

also served as a guide for the Research team as they sought to provide enough information on 

each subject so that they could be evaluated.  
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Criteria Rubric 

Factor Description 

Participation in 

slavery. 

Did research and evidence find a history of any of the following: 

Enslaving other humans  

Transporting other humans to be placed into slavery 

Being involved in any aspect of Auctioning/Selling humans 

into slavery 

Involvement in 

systemic racism. 

Did research and evidence find the namesake involved in any of the 

following: 

Author of policy, legislation or actions that suppressed People 

at the local, state, or federal level. 

Support for 

oppression. 

Did research and evidence find the namesake endorsed or participated 

in any of the following: 

Endorsed and participated in the oppression of People       

Endorsed policies of system racism 

Involvement in 

supremacist agenda. 

Did research and evidence suggest that the namesake was a member 

of any supremacist organization? 

A supremacist organization is defined as one that 

participates in activities that involve systemic racism or 

oppression  

Violation of Howard 

County human right 

laws.  

Did research and evidence find that the namesake committed a 

violation of Human Rights laws in whole or part, including 

discrimination against protected traits such as age, religion, sexual 

orientation, gender identify and natural origin? 

Committed a violation of Human Rights as defined by the 

Howard County government 

Namesake includes 

racist and offensive 

terminology 

Name in indicative of racial slurs 
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Research Committee 

The “Research” sub-committee was led by Shawn Gladden and consisted of: Dr. Everlene 

Cunningham, Nicole Paterson, Wayne Davis, Alli Jessing, Kelly Palich, Marcus Nicks, Dr. 

Robert Harris, and Tina Ligon. Members of the Research Committee were chosen based on their 

experience with Historical Research and knowledge of the County’s History. To assist with 

research, the Howard County Historical Society provided four research volunteers: Lauren 

Fletcher, Dan Materazzi, Deborah Costley, and Alexandria Grant.  

From the first meeting, we had to make some decisions regarding the scope of our work and 

what we could realistically accomplish in the 8-month time frame that was given to us.  We 

decided that the best course of action would be to recreate what Maryland Historic Trust has 

done with their “Inventory of Historic Places” database. We would create “Data Sheets” for each 

of the locations that were given to us as subjects; identifying basic information about the 

“location” along with a determination of whether or not that location is named after someone 

who participated in or encouraged the oppression of African Americans, indigenous 

Americans, and other individuals of color and contributed to the history of systemic 

racism and similar biases, per the Executive Order.   

The “Data Sheets’ would be divided into categories that were provided to the Commission by the 

County’s Executive office. As previously stated, the sheer volume of subjects made it necessary 

for the commission to not consider doing a comprehensive review of all roads in the county. 

Therefore, the “Research sub-committee” narrowed its focus to Parks, Buildings, Libraries, and 

Schools for this phase of work.  
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Data Sheets 
A consistent format was used for the various data sheets. There were 4 categories of data sheets 

identified for the Commission: 

1. Buildings  

2. Libraries 

3. Parks 

4. Schools   
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Methodology 

For each “data sheet” our research team was tasked with identifying the history of the property, 

the namesake of the property, and any basic historical information that would be necessary for 

evaluation per the criteria rubric. There was a gray area for many of our researchers as we tried 

to determine whether a location was named after someone who was an “enslaver” or was named 

after a geographic location where “enslavement” or oppression occurred. We tried to remain 

consistent with our approach so that the interpretations were clear for the public and for the 

County Executive’s team. Determining whether or not the name of a Public Space was 

associated with slavery or oppression to minorities, in some cases, was not as clear as others. For 

example, Mt. Hebron was the name of a plantation in Howard County where African Americans 

were enslaved, so the name and the location would both be identified as reviewable based on the 

criteria established. On the other hand, Burleigh Manor was the location for a plantation owned 

by Rezin Hammond, an enslaver, but the property was not called Burleigh Manor until the 

1920’s, therefore the location was associated with enslavement but not the name. We tried to 

address these nuances in each of our data sheets.  
 

After 8 months of research, it is glaringly obvious that there are areas of opportunity regarding 

the inclusive telling of Howard County History. The legacy of slavery and oppression surrounds 

the county with many street names, buildings, and parks named after Howard County’s 19th 

century slaveholding elite. During the “Columbia” phase of Howard County’s development, 

attention was placed on “honoring our history” with many street names and buildings being 

named after Revolutionary War heroes, past Governors, and political power players from the 

Democratic Party which dominated County Politics for most of our political 

history. Unfortunately, Reconstruction Era Democrats like Arthur Pue Gorman, John Lee 

Carroll, and Edwin Warfield toed the party line with their endorsement of legislation that would 

disenfranchise African American voters. Per our criteria, the endorsement of such positions 

places these subjects under the same review conditions as those who enslaved human beings. 

 

Sources for each data sheet are referenced and / or cited in the source material section of each 

sheet. The Commission is providing digital copies of all source material to the county so these 

resources can be accessed by the public. Each data sheet has a corresponding source folder with 

all cited material.  
 

In the hopes of this report starting a dialogue amongst stakeholders in the county and the public, 

we have included a section that lists various names, suggested by members of the Commission, 

who have historic significance in the`63 county. This list is far from comprehensive but should 

serve as a conversation starter during the next phase of this process when decisions are being 

made regarding renaming or contextualization.  

Our goal with this report is to provide the County Executive and the Howard County public a 

tool that can be used as a part of a second phase which will include a process for more public 

engagement. Hundreds of hours of research went into the data sheets, work that was necessary 

before difficult discussions could be had regarding the names of Public Spaces and how we, as a 

county, reconcile our past with our present.  
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Buildings  

George Howard Building 
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Carroll Building
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Ligon Building 
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Warfield Building
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Libraries 

HCLS, Administrative Branch
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Central Branch Library
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East Columbia Branch Library
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HCLS, Elkridge Branch
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Glenwood
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HCLS, Charles E. Miller Branch & Historical Center 
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HCLS, Savage Branch & STEM Education Center 
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Parks 

Alpha Ridge Community Park 
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Atholton Park

  



Page 57 of 262 
 



Page 58 of 262 
 

 

  



Page 59 of 262 
 

Baltimore & Ohio Ellicott City 
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Belmont Manor and Historic Park/Moore’s Morning Choice 
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Blandair Park 
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Bollmans Truss Bridge
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Ellicott City Colored School, Restored 
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Firehouse Museum 
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Hammond Park 
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Huntington Park
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Patuxent Branch Trail 
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Savage Park 
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Thomas Isaac Log Cabin
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Troy Park at Elkridge
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Waverly Mansion 

 



Page 101 of 262 
 



Page 102 of 262 
 

 

 



Page 103 of 262 
 

West Friendship Park
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Wincopin Trails 
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Schools 

Atholton Elementary School

 



Page 110 of 262 
 



Page 111 of 262 
 

 



Page 112 of 262 
 

Atholton High School 
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Bellows Spring Elementary School 
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Bollman Bridge Elementary School 
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Bonnie Branch Middle School  
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Bryant Woods Elementary School  
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Burleigh Manor Middle School  
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Bushy Park Elementary School  

 



Page 127 of 262 
 

 

  



Page 128 of 262 
 

Centennial High School  
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Centennial Lane Elementary School  
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Clemens Crossing Elementary School  
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Cradlerock Elementary School  
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Dayton Oaks Elementary School  
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Deep Run Elementary School  
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Ducketts Lane Elementary School 
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Dunloggin Middle School  

 

 



Page 142 of 262 
 

 

  



Page 143 of 262 
 

Elkridge Elementary School  
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Elkridge Landing Middle School 
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Ellicott Mills Middle School  
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Folly Quarter Middle School  
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Glenelg High School  
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Glenwood Middle School  
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Gorman Crossing Elementary School  
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Guilford Elementary School  
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Hammond Elementary School  
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Hammond High School  
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Hanover Hills Elementary School  
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Harpers Choice Middle School  
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Hollifield Station Elementary School  
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Howard High School  

 



Page 181 of 262 
 

 

  



Page 182 of 262 
 

Ilchester Elementary School  
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Jeffers Hill Elementary School  
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Lake Elkhorn Middle School  
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Laurel Woods Elementary School  
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Lime Kiln Middle School  
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Lisbon Elementary School  
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Long Reach High School  
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Longfellow Elementary School  
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Manor Woods Elementary School  
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Marriotts Ridge High School  
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Mayfield Woods Middle School  
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Mt Hebron High School  
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Mount View Middle School  
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Murray Hill Middle School  
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Northfield Elementary School  
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Oakland Mills Middle and High School  
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Patapsco Middle School  

 



Page 217 of 262 
 

 

  



Page 218 of 262 
 

Patuxent Valley Middle School  
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Phelps Luck Elementary School  
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Pointers Run Elementary School  
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Reservoir High School  
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River Hill High School  
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Rockburn Elementary School 
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Running Brook Elementary School  
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Saint Johns Elementary School  
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Swansfield Elementary School  
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Talbott Springs Elementary School  
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Thomas Viaduct Middle School  
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Thunder Hill Elementary School  
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Triadelphia Ridge Elementary School  
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Veterans Elementary School  
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Wilde Lake Middle School  
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Wilde Lake High School  
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Submitted Names for Consideration 

The following section includes submitted names that can be discussed in Phase 2. Details can be 

found in the research/resource folder. 

Recommended Name Recommended By 

Accohannock Ani Auld 

Aurotaurogh Ani Auld 

Hezekiah Brown Wayne Davis 

Maggie Brown Howard County Historical Society 

Beulah Buckner Wayne Davis 

Wylene Sims Burch Howard County Historical Society; Howard County Center of 

African American Culture 

Laura Laurenson Byrne Howard County Historical Society 

Dora Mack Carter Howard County Historical Society 

Rev Willis J Carter Wayne Davis 

Herman Charity Howard County Historical Society 

Alice Gail Pollard Clark Howard County Historical Society 

Mariah Clark 

(Rapahannock) 

Ani Auld 

Silas Craft Wayne Davis 

Sydney L Cousin Howard County Historical Society; Community Groups 

Ambrose Cross Howard County Historical Society 

Doeg Ani Auld 

Decatur Dorsey Howard County Historical Society 

Michelle Fitzgerald Ani Auld 

Elhart E Flurry Howard County Historical Society; Community Groups 
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Recommended Name Recommended By 

Joseph Mansfield Fuller Howard County Historical Society 

Rebecca Garrett Howard County Historical Society 

James E Henson Sr Howard County Historical Society; Community Groups 

Lisa Myers Howard County Historical Society 

Pamunkey Ani Auld 

Ruthcuhogah Ani Auld 

Sawahegeh Ani Auld 

Scarhuhadih Ani Auld 

Donna Hill Staton Howard County Historical Society 

Albert James and Ruth 

Stuart 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha 

Susquehannock 

Confederation 

Ani Auld 

Milton S Taylor Howard County Center of African American Culture; Howard 

County Historical Society 

Tauxenant Ani Auld 

Jean W Toomer The Council of Elders of the Black Community of Howard County 

(TCOE)  

Frank S Turner Howard County Historical Society 

Wathetdianeh Ani Auld 

Dr. Morris Woodson Wayne Davis, Howard County Historical Society 
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Next Step Recommendations 

Process Recommendations 

The Commission recommends that the next phase be “Public Engagement Driven” with the 

intent of engaging public organizations and individuals. The first phase was research-based to 

provide templates and information of how the information could be captured and evaluation 

criteria that could be utilized. It is hoped that Phase 1 will be considered a “Conversation Starter” 

to allow for more vibrant discussion with the community. 

Important components of the next phase include: 

1. A defined and published review process with the opportunity for public feedback 

2. Transparency 

• There should be a website or some other mechanism that publishes validated 

proposals that have been submitted, invites the public to provide input and/or 

materials, tracks where each proposal is in the review process, and publishes the 

decisions/recommendations of the next Commission. 

3. Resources and Evaluation  

• The evaluation of names and the subsequent decisions are constant and 

evolutionary in manner 

• There is need for additional research at some point to fill in gaps. If the public 

recommends names, it is not reasonable to expect all of the background needed to 

facilitate a complete review will be submitted.  

4. Continuity  

• It was recommended that the 2nd phase have some continuity. The 2nd phase may 

be a new Commission to explain what we did and assist phase 2 with the 

community feedback and questions. 

5. Team Composition 

• There should be participation by organizations that can make decisions to change 

names. For example, the Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) should 

be involved as the County Executive may not be able to impact name changes to 

schools. 
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Appendix 
 

This section includes letters submitted to the Commission from Public Stakeholders and 

references to the criteria utilized during committee review. 
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Letters of Recommendation 

Howard County Association of the Deaf 
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Spiritual Assembly of the BAHÁ'ÍS of Howard County 
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References to Committee Criteria 

 


